
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF 

GRACE L. BENES 

(May 14, 1917 - October 21, 2002)  

 

Without Grace’s vision and devotion to the preservation of Chapter One’s history,  

this work would never have come to pass. Her spirit and passion for  

Orff Schulwerk and the Greater Cleveland Chapter live on. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

 Special thanks to Betty Jane Lahman and Ruth Pollock Hamm. Their spirit, 

vision, and willingness to aid with this work are cherished gifts. I am indebted to both of 

them for their assistance and counsel.  

 Special thanks to BethAnn Hepburn, who has provided invaluable guidance and 

support with this work. She is an exemplary educator, colleague, and leader. Most 

importantly, she is a treasured friend and an inspirational human being. I am honored to  

have her friendship.  

 

 Special thanks to the Greater Cleveland Chapter membership. The response to this 

work from the leadership and the words of encouragement from members both past and 

present was overwhelming. I am very grateful to all who contributed recollections and 

support. I am likewise proud to be a member of historic Chapter #1. 

 Special thanks to Cindi Wobig and the wonderful staff at the AOSA home office 

for their expertise, help, and for allowing me to spend many afternoons digging through 

countless files and documents. 

 Special thanks to my Thesis Supervisor, Dr. Bruce Gleason, and to my Thesis 

Committee, Dr. Doug Orzolek and Dr. Mary Shamrock. Their expertise during the course 

of this work and over the past few years has been inspirational. 

 And special thanks to my friends, family, and professional colleagues who 

touched my life during this period of its journey. The summers of 2001-2003 at the 

University of St. Thomas will be remembered and treasured by me always. 


